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Crowan Parish Council 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS, CROWAN 

ON THURSDAY, 27th JANUARY 2011 @ 7.15pm 

Present: Cllr. Cooke (Chairman) Cllr. Blewett Cllr. Hosken 
 Cllr. Roberts Cllr. Trevan Cllr. Clayton (CC) 
    
Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and Leedstown 

Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze Post Office. 

Minute AGENDA ITEMS Action 

PL1/2011 Chairman’s Welcome and Public Forum – in the absence of Cllr. 
Tripp, Cllr. Cooke took the Chair and in the absence of the Clerk, 
Cllr. Trevan took the Minutes.  

 

PL2/2011 Apologies for Absence – Cllrs. Christophers and Jeffery (both ill 
health); Jenkin and Henwood (business commitment); Cllr. Muriel 
(attending Praze Institute AGM); Cllr. Tripp (personal matter) and 
the Clerk (private engagement). Cllr. Butcher was not present.  

 

PL3/2011 Members’ Declarations:  

a. Declarations of Interest, in Accordance with the Agenda – Cllr. 
Cooke declared an interest in PL4b/2011 and took no part in 
the discussion or voting thereon. 

b. Declarations of Gifts over £25 – none 

 

Clerk to 
record 

PL4/2011 Planning Applications Received –   

 a. PA09/01120, Higher Poleo, Praze – conversion / extension of 
existing barns to form three dwellings, installation of septic tank 
and reposition of existing static caravan for use as farm office.  

Ms Catherine Bray, Planning Officer advises: “The application 
above is fundamentally the same, however they have amended 
the red line of the site to include part of the adjacent portal barn 
to the north of the north barn (former milking parlour and goat 
shed) site for use as garaging/storage and the provision of a 
parking/passing bay.  It is also proposed to use the former goat 
shed for additional storage space for the north barn.” 

Cllr. Blewett reported that Cllr. Tripp had visited the site and 
had advised that he could see nothing to change the previous 
decision. It was unanimously RESOLVED to raise no objection.  

 

 b. PA11/00198, 2 Woodridge Close, Leedstown – construction of 
dormer windows and installation of roof light.  

The paperwork had been passed to Cllr. Trevan by Cllr. 
Christophers who was indisposed. Both Councillors had visited 
the site on a previous occasion and were made aware that the 
application for No.2 was going to be lodged. It was considered 
that the proposal for No.2 was in keeping with surrounding 
development and accordingly it was RESOLVED to raise no 
objection. Cllr. Cooke took no part in this resolution, in view of 
his declared interest.  
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PL5/2011 Other Planning Matters –   

 a. Housing Needs Survey – Minute PL54a/2010 refers. To date, 
264 questionnaires have been returned (18.4%). It was noted 
that a full analysis will be delivered to the February Planning 
Meeting and it was AGREED to keep County Cllr. Clayton 
abreast of the outcome.  

 

 

Clerk 

 b. Planning Open Afternoon – Minute PL57e/2010 refers. 
Members received a verbal report from Cllr. Roberts, following 
the event held on Thursday, 16th December 2010 at Camborne 
Planning Office, which transpired to be more of a social than a 
business occasion.  

 

 c. Planning Enforcement Training – Ms Carly Johnson has sent a 
copy of the presentation, delivered at Bodmin on 29th 
November 2010, which can be emailed to Members on request. 
The Clerk to provide a copy to Cllrs. Cooke and Trevan.  

 

Clerk 

 d. PA10/07894, Higher Cargenwen Farm, Black Rock – Minute 
07e/2011 refers. Members objected to the application for 
“retention of change of use and conversion of building to form 
annexe accommodation. Members were concerned that they 
did not have the planning history for the site”, on the grounds 
that it is an inappropriate sporadic, isolated, residential 
development in the open countryside and, as such, is 
inappropriate.  

Mr Steve Diment, Planning Officer reports that he and Mr Miles 
Foreman visited the site and spoke to the applicant. As a result, 
it is evident that there are a number of discrepancies with the 
submitted plans for which he is seeking clarification and revised 
plans. Given that the application may require further notification 
and consultation; he is unable to compile a report on the 
proposal. However, he can say these revisions are unlikely to 
have an impact upon the principle of the application.  

He goes on to say policies in the Local Plan support the 
principle of annexes to dwellings where there is no significant 
harm to the countryside, residential amenity or privacy of 
neighbours, and is to be occupied incidental to the main 
dwelling and not for use as a separate dwelling (unless it is a 
separate building). Whilst the building is larger than what would 
normally be considered acceptable for annexe accommodation, 
the building already exists, therefore without substantial 
changes, the visual and landscape impacts of the proposal are 
minimal. In this instance I am satisfied that we can attach 
stringent conditions that will ensure the accommodation 
remains ancillary to the main dwelling; furthermore, strong 
policies exist to prevent unfettered new dwellings in the 
countryside.  

He writes that he understands the concerns of Members, but 
without prejudice to any formal decision made by Cornwall 
Council, his initial view is that there is no policy reason to 
refuse this application.  

At Cllr. Clayton’s suggestion, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk 
should write to him requesting that the matter be referred to 
Cornwall Council’s Planning Committee for determination, 
pointing out the following: 

a. The original open hay barn on the side had been 
demolished. 
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b. In its place a so called tractor shed (the building now 
under consideration) had been erected with cavity walls 
in the form of a residential bungalow. 

c. It was Councillors’ opinion that this appeared to be a 
deliberate strategy to obtain permission for a self-
contained dwelling that would not have gained prior 
approval as this would have been contrary to 
established policy for the reasons given in the Council’s 
consultation response. 

d. In the light of the site’s development history the 
planning officer’s argument does not hold water and the 
matter should be referred as resolved above, with a 
request that the application be refused.  

PL6/2011 County Councillors – restricted to 5 minutes each.   

 a. Cllr. Clayton – the CC call for land to be identified for local 
housing need had received local media coverage and this 
needed to be tied into the results of the Council’s own current 
survey results. Cllr. Clayton explained that CC would acquire 
the land, which would be called ‘exception sites’ which could be 
outside normal development boundaries. It would be developed 
at a density of about 12 dwellings per acre, with two units per 
acre being sold on to private developers at unfettered open 
market rates to cover the cost of site acquisition. The options 
for the other 10 dwellings could be any mix of low cost units to 
purchase, shared ownership, social landlord rental or self-build. 

Cllr. Clayton also requested to be advised of three good 
examples where planning enforcement measures appeared not 
to be robust enough. It was AGREED that the Clerk should ask 
all Members for any facts they could cite so she could co-
ordinate a reply to Cllr. Clayton for him to raise with the Head of 
the Planning Service. 

Cllr. Trevan reported that the issue had been an expressed 
concern of several representatives attending the recent 
Heritage Planning Session run by Cornwall Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Members / 
Clerk 

 b. Cllr. Keeling – no report.   

 c. Matters Raised with Both County Councillors: 

• Minor Traffic Works – Minute PL58a/2010 refers. A copy of 
the “wish list” of minor traffic works (as agreed at the 
November 2010 Planning Meeting), set out in priority order, 
has been provided to Cllrs. Clayton and Keeling. In view of 
the recent serious traffic accident at Townshend Square it 
was AGREED to ask the Clerk to obtain the FULL report of 
the readings taken at this location by the VAS sensor, from 
Mr Andy James, Cornwall Highways. 

• Road Behind Praze School – Cllr. Christophers had reported 
to Mr Andy James, Highways that the ditch on the road 
behind Praze School has not been cleared and as a result 
the water is running down the road, which is hazardous in 
icy weather. This is an ongoing situation that is regularly 
monitored by Highways.  

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

PL7/2011 Permission Granted by Cornwall Council – all noted. Members felt it 
would be useful if the Council’s consultation response could be set 
alongside each CC determination. It was noted that a list of just the 
Crowan Parish area decisions was available from CC on request.  
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 a. PA09/01299, The Flower Farm, Bosence Road, Townshend – 
erection of dwelling.  

 

 b. PA10/03881, Jynjy, Botetoe Hill, Trevoole – conversion of 
redundant engine house to form a single dwelling.  

 

 c. PA10/03882, Jynjy, Botetoe Hill, Trevoole – listed building 
consent for the alterations to building.  

 

 d. PA10/04296, Cornish Tree Surgery, Horsedowns Road, 
Leedstown – erection of a replacement dwelling.  

 

 e. PA10/05624 & PA10/05781, Kirthen Farm, Bunkers Hill, 
Townshend – conversion of barns to form three dwellings and 
installation of septic tank.  

 

 f. PA10/05881, Land adj. to The Old Chapel, Bunkers Hill, 
Townshend – installation of a fibre optic modular cabinet.  

 

 g. PA10/05884, Post Office, Chapel Road, Leedstown – 
installation of a fibre optic modular cabinet. 

 

 h. PA10/06213, Land Opposite 3 Fraddam Road, Fraddam – 
installation of fibre optic modular cabinet. 

 

 i. PA10/06236, 22 Fore Street, Praze – conservatory extension to 
dwelling. 

 

 j. PA10/06671 & PA10/06673, St Aubyns Arms, Praze – internal 
alterations, ground floor kitchen extension with new window, 
repositioning of fire escape stairs, reproofing of cellar, 
conversion to form playroom with 2 x double doors in existing 
store, toilet extension and installation of roof lights.  

 

 k. PA10/06786, Glen View, Townshend – demolition of detached 
garage and construction of single storey extension to 
incorporate garage and utility. 

 

 l. PA10/06912, Glen View, Townshend – construction of dwelling 
with integral garage and associated works. 

 

 m. PA10/07480, 3 Woodridge Close, Leedstown – construction of 
single and two storey extension, construction of dormers, 
installation of roof lights and associated works. 

 

PL8/2011 Permission Refused by Cornwall Council – noted.   

 a. PA10/04605, Trevolankan Farm, Crowan – erection of dwelling.  

PL9/2011 Application Withdrawn – noted.   

 a. PA10/03030, Barrons Court, Clowance Wood – certificate of 
lawfulness for an existing use of land as domestic cartilage. 

 

PL10/2011 Information Only Items –  

 a. Council Website – Minute 013a/2011 refers. Members received 
confirmation that the Council’s website is now “live”, 
www.crowan.org.uk. Members were reminded to provide the 
Clerk with a brief CV and any suitable photographs for the 
home page. It was AGREED that a photograph and brief 
resume for Cllrs. Keeling and Clayton might be included too.  

 

 

 
Clerk 

 
Signature: ………………………………………………  (Cllr. Roberts) 
   Parish Chairman 
 
Date:  10th February 2011 


