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Crowan Parish Council 

MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS, CROWAN 

ON WEDNESDAY, 17th JULY 2013 @ 7.15pm 

Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and Leedstown 
Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze Post Office.  

Present: Cllr. Henwood (Chairman) Cllr. Christophers Cllr. James 
 Cllr. Dr. Jenkin Cllr. Smith  
In Attendance: Mrs Thompson (Clerk)   
Apologies: Cllr. Muriel (ex officio) Cllr. Roberts Cllr. Ward 
    

Ref. No. Agenda Item Action 

 Chairman’s Welcome and Public Forum – the Chairman welcomed those 
present, with a particularly warm welcome to representatives from St Ives 
Mariners Football Club. See also Minute AC34a/2013 below. 

• Leedstown Utd. – Mr Nigel Griffiths was unable to attend but hopes 
to attend the next meeting.  

He wished to say thank you for rectifying the grass cutting situation 
at Leedstown Park. It was cut again last week and it was an excellent 
job. The Club had held their second tournament yesterday (14

th
 July) 

and there were a lot of positive comments about the standard of the 
pitch. Their thanks had been passed to the contractor.  

Cllr. Henwood explained the contractor had made an error and not 
made the required number of cuts. This had now been rectified.  

• Praze FC – Mr Paul Fullman was not present.  

• Praze Youth Football Club – Mr Jeremy Paul sent his apologies and 
added “I have no concerns, although am always looking for funding 
for the team as while they continue to grow, kits and tracksuits etc. 
do not last long.” 

• St Ives Mariners Football Club – Messrs. David Bird and Smith. 

 

AC31/2013 Members’ Declarations –   

 a. Pecuniary/Registerable Declarations of Interests – none.   

 b. Non-Pecuniary/Registerable Interests – none  

Cllr. Henwood reminded Members of the rules, regarding declaring non-
registerable interests. 

 

 c. Declaration of Gifts – Members were reminded they must not accept 
any gift or hospitality with a value in excess of fifty pounds.  

 

AC32/2013 Apologies for Absence – Cllrs. Roberts and Ward (both with work 
commitments). The Clerk provided Cllr. James with a cheque and bank form 
to pass to Cllr. Ward.  

 

AC33/2013 Parish Rooms – Minute AC21 refers.  

a. Escape of Water – Members received confirmation that notices had 
been erected, i.r.o.: 

• Heaters – notice to advise those who use the rooms, the heaters 
should be kept at a minimum temperature of 4

o
 centigrade, during 

the summer months. The sign for the heater will be replaced for the 
winter months. Cllr. Webb had advised it was not possible to hard 
wire the heater plugs (to prevent them being switched off.  
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• Internal Stop Valve – notice had been placed under the sink to 
identify the stop cock and indicate the direction of off/on. 

AC34/2013 Nancegollan Playing Field – Minute AC22/2013 refers.   

 a. Football Clubs – Mr Smith, St Ives Mariners sought permission to play 
the three friendly matches 10

th
, 17

th
 and possibly 3

rd
 August 2013 at 

Nancegollan. These are additional matches and will be charged at the 
standard rate of £15.  

In future the Clerk will invoice the Football Clubs monthly, in advance.  

Mr Bird said it would be beneficial if the pitch could be rolled more often. 
Mr Smith said the 80 litres of line paint had all gone. Cllr. Henwood will 
speak to Cllr. Ward to obtain a quotation.  

The Club was asked to remove any rubbish from the site after their 
games. The Clerk to write to the other Clubs and request they do the 
same and to remind them that vehicles are not permitted on the pitch.  

The Club was pleased with the condition of the facilities and pitch.  

 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 

Cllr Henwood 
 
Clerk 

 b. Changing Rooms – Members received an update, regarding:  

• Work needed to prevent water coming out onto the floor had been 
carried out by Cllr. Ward.  

Mr Bird reported that one of the lights isn’t working. Cllr. Ward to be 
asked to investigate.  

• Cllr. Ward will seek quotation from a professional painter and 
decorator to sandblast and repaint the exterior.  

• A quotation from SM Cleaning to ‘deep clean’ the changing rooms 
had been accepted by Full Council and the work carried out. The 
Clerk reported the clean had been carried out and new shower 
curtains and pull cords provided.  

• Cllrs. Muriel and Ward were authorised by Full Council to replace the 
broken shower unit. This is in hand.   

 

 

 
Cllr. Ward 

 c. Benches – bench on the path by the play equipment has a broken slat. 
The Clerk to approach Allen’s Bespoke Joinery who did the work to The 
Plan benches. Noted they may need replacing.  

 
Clerk 

AC35/2013 Leedstown Playing Field –   

 a. Tyre Swing – an order had been placed with SW Play Ltd. to replace 
the complete swing. Work should be completed by the end of July. 

 

AC36/2013 The Plan / Play Area, Praze – Minute AC23/2013 refers. 

a. Play Area Refurbishment – Cllr. Jenkin favoured keep-fit type 
equipment. Cllr. Smith said that he had been approached, requesting 
that equipment is supplied for younger children. He will speak to Mr 
Steve Turner, who was storing the swings and slide, to see if they are 
still available.  

Cllr. Jenkin will speak to Ms Tatia Churchill to see what funding may be 
available.  

b. MUGA – the Clerk provided the Maintenance Instructions, which 
includes an H&S checklist to Cllr. Smith.  

c. Christmas Lights – Cllr. Smith reported that it was intended to remove 
all the electrical boxes from the trees and attach them to metal poles. A 
cable, which was a potential H&S hazard, had been moved to a 
temporary site. It was believed that the items are not insured, except 
when they are in use over Christmas, and they should be.  

It was RESOLVED to recommend to the Parish Council that it adopts 
the main incoming box from SW Power Ltd and supply the electricity for 

 

 

 

Cllr. Smith 

 

Cllr. Jenkin 
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the Christmas Lights, but all items thereafter are the responsibility of the 
Christmas Lights Committee and must be removed after the lights have 
been switched off.  

d. Subsidence – Cllr. Henwood reported he and Mr Malcolm Heather had 
visited the site and an exploratory hole is to be dug.  

e. Tree Works on The Plan – works to tree T1 had been added to the 
contract (Minute 122a/2013 refers). It is understood that a TPO planning 
application had been submitted to CC and there had been a delay in 
granting permission. Cllr. Jenkin will pursue.  

f. Public Liability Insurance for Private Functions – Cllr. Henwood’s 
insurers advise that a minimum of £2M, preferably £5M, cover should be 
held by those holding events on council owned land. The Clerk to 
enquire of our insurance broker if the Parish Council approve the risk 
assessment, can the event be covered by our public liability insurance 

g. Council Owned Land – a number of events had been held on The Plan 
and Nancegollan Village Green, without the Parish Council’s knowledge 
or permission. Members will monitor this and if a pattern emerges a 
letter will be sent to the organisers. Penzance Wheelers were thought to 
have used the Green at Nancegollan on a number of occasions. The 
Clerk to request a copy of their risk assessment and insurance cover 
and to point out that a donation is normally expected of a leisure 
organisation, outside the parish. NOTE – no action taken, as it was later 
established that the Wheelers do not use the Green.  

h. Cycling Events – concern was expressed about the traffic management 
at speed trial cycling events. The views of the Police to be sought at the 
Full Council meeting 

i. Bench Repairs – two round table tops on the Plan have had their bolts 
removed and the seats have been damaged. The Clerk to approach 
Allen’s Bespoke Joinery for a quotation. 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr. Jenkin 
 
 

Clerk 

 

 

 

All Members 

 

 

 
 

Clerk 

 

 
Clerk 

AC37/2013 Safety Inspection Report – Minute AC25/2013 refers Members received and 
considered the following risk reports:  

a. Praze Play Area – Cllr. Smith provided a written report (copy on file).   

• MUGA Fence – the Clerk to request an update from SW Play, who 
were requested to replace a fixing strip on the 6

th
 panel up on the 

cricket club side. 

• Gate – the self closing gate mechanism is still broken. The Clerk to 
enquire if SW Play could deal with this when repairing the MUGA.    

b. Leedstown Play Area – Cllr. James gave a verbal report that there was 
no problem with the equipment. The Clerk to send him a form for his use 
in delivering reports. 

• Junior Swings – a quotation for grass mat surface under the swings 
had been accepted by Full Council.  

• Multi Play Area – damage to the timbers. Cllr. James reported this 
did not require attention at this stage.  

The Clerk reminded Members that reports should be written to meet the 
requirements of our insurance cover.  

c. Nancegollan Play Area – Cllrs. James and Ward. 

• Junior Swing – had been accepted by Full Council to replace the 
worn shackles.   

• Toddler Swing – a quotation to replace the two seats had been 
accepted by Full Council.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

AC38/2013 Praze Allotments – Minute AC26/2013 refers. The Clerk to contact Mrs Liz 
Dunstan, CC and establish what is involved in compulsorily acquiring a site.  

Clerk 
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AC39/2013 Emergency Plan – Minutes AC27 and AC28/2013 refers. Members received 
a verbal report, regarding the creation of an Emergency Plan for:  

a. Townshend – Mr Trevan had reported the village hall committee was 
amenable to it being used as an emergency centre.  

b. Leedstown – Cllr. Christophers reported that a copy is to be provided to 
the Village Hall Committee for their decision, but a problem is not 
envisaged.  

It was felt that schools should be included as a possible venue.  

c. Nancegollan – Cllr. Henwood reported that the village hall committee 
had yet to be approached.  

d. Praze an Beeble – Cllr. Smith reported that Mr Bob Callaghan, NHS 
Property Services, had agreed that Praze Surgery may be used in an 
emergency centre. He will act as the main contact point. The Praze 
Institute could also be made available.  

 

AC40/2013 Treasure Park, Leedstown – Minute AC29/2013 refers. No response had 
been received from County Council, regarding a request that the Parish 
Council acquires this land. County Cllr. Jenkin is speaking to Mr Peter Marsh, 
CC and is following this up.  

 

 
Cllr. Jenkin 

AC41/2013 Crowan Churchyard – the Clerk reminded Members that the July 2013 Full 
Council meeting had agreed that any future complaints, regarding 
maintenance issues, would be referred to the PCC (Minute 120a/2013 refers. 
No further action.  

 

AC42/2013 Asset Register – Minute 124c/2013 refers. Cllr. Henwood advised there was 
no need for this agenda heading as the items he thought were omitted, had 
been ‘found’ in the register.  

 

AC43/2013 Date of Next Meeting – to be held every other month, on the third Tuesday of 
the month, the next meeting being the 17

th
 September 2013.  

 

AC44/2013 Closed Session – in view of the confidential nature of the business about to 
be transacted, it was RESOLVED that it is advisable in the public interest 
that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to 
withdraw. 

 

AC45/2013 Contracts – Members considered:   

 a. Contract 1 – there was concern expressed about the standard of 
cutting, earlier in the year. The situation had much improved, but the 
Clerk was instructed to send a formal warning letter. Grass cutting to be 
added to appropriate risk assessments. 

 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 b. Contract 2 – there was concern expressed about the standard of 
cutting. It was thought the terms of the contract should be amended to 
clarify the terms. The wording was, therefore, changed to: Grass cutting 
– the cutting regime to be: one cut during the month of March; two cuts 
in April, three in May, three in June, two in July, two in August, two in 
September, two in October, two in November and one in December.  

The Clerk to advise Mr Heather of this decision and to advise him that 
invoices must be submitted regularly.  

 
 

 

 

 
Clerk 

 
 
Signature: ………………………………………………  (Cllr. Mrs Muriel) 
           Chairman 
 
Date:  8

th
 August 2013 


